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 I can use key details from a story I recount to  

determine the message or lesson and explain how it 

is conveyed in the text.  

 I can compare and contrast how theme, setting, 

and plot are similar or different in stories written by 

the same author about the same or similar  

characters (e.g. books in a series). 

 I can ask and answer questions about an  

informational text using explicit details and  

examples from the text to support my answer. 

 I can determine the main idea of a text,  

identify details, and explain how the details  

support the main idea of the text. 

 I can describe the relationship between historical 

events, scientific ideas/concepts, or steps in a  

technical procedure using my knowledge of time, 

sequence, and cause/effect. 

 I can use sentence-level context clues, affixes,  

common roots, glossaries, and dictionaries to  

determine the meaning of unknown words and 

phrases.  

 I can compare and contrast how two informational 

texts on the same topic present important points 

and key details. 

 

 I can write an opinion piece with an introduction, 

reasons to support the opinion, linking words and 

phrases to connect opinion and reasons, and a 

conclusion. 

 I can write an informational/explanatory piece that 

includes a topic, illustrations when useful for  

comprehension, facts, definitions, details, linking 

words and phrases to connect ideas, and a  

conclusion. 

 I can write a narrative piece with a natural  

sequence, temporal words to signal event order, 

and sense of closure. 

 I can compose an organized piece of writing that is 

appropriate to task and purpose. 

 With support from peers and adults, I can compose 

a piece of writing that uses several stages of  

planning, revising, and editing. 

 I can create a research project from information 

gained through investigations of  

       different aspects of a topic. 

 

 I can participate in collaborative discussions with 

diverse partners by building on others’ ideas and 

expressing my own ideas clearly. 

 I can figure out the main idea and details of what  

I see and hear.  

 I can give a report or share a story/experience 

with important details to help listeners understand, 

speaking clearly at an understandable pace.  

 

 I can show that I know how to use words  

correctly when I write and speak. 

 I can capitalize, punctuate, and spell correctly 

when writing. 

 I can figure out what words mean by using  

strategies I know and thinking about what I have 

read. 

 I can figure out how words are related and how 

their meaning might be similar.  
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Third Grade 

This guide was created to: 

 Provide clear, consistent expectations for what our 

students should be learning at each grade  level  so  

families and teachers can work together to support  

learning  
 

 Ensure that our activities are focusing on the knowledge 

and skills deemed essential for learners to meet each 

year’s grade-specific standards and progress  

successfully from grade to grade. 
 

 Offer a focus for instruction each year and help ensure 

that our students gain adequate exposure to a range of 

texts and tasks 
 

 Emphasize how the skills for reading, writing, speaking 

and listening, and language are woven and progress 

through all of the grade levels from year to year so that 

students will be college and career ready upon their 

graduation from high school 
 

Read. Write. Speak. Listen.  

English Language Arts 

Learning Targets  

Fourth Grade 

 

 

 I can refer to explicit details from the text to  

explain and support my inference or conclusion. 

 I can determine the theme of the text using key 

details to support my thinking and summarize the 

text. 

 I can describe how structural elements of  

poems, drama, and prose enhance the reader's 

experience of events and ideas portrayed in the 

text and can analyze the components of a text to 

determine its structure. 

 I can find similarities and differences in narration 

between a story written in first person and a story 

written in third person. 

 I can compare and contrast themes, topics, and 

patterns of events in stories, myths, and traditional 

literature from different cultures. 

 I can use a variety of strategies to determine the 

meaning of a word.  

 I can evaluate how a text structure connects the 

events, ideas, concepts, or information  

presented in a selection of text.  

 

 I can write an opinion piece with an introduction, 

reasons supported by facts and details, linking 

words and phrases to connect opinion and  

reasons, and a conclusion related to the opinion  

presented. 

 I can use effective organizational structure to  

compose informative/explanatory tests that 

demonstrate a specific purpose. 

 I can write narratives to develop one or more  

characters, demonstrate interaction with my  

audience, and use effective techniques to  

enhance my narrative. 

 I can compose a piece of writing by going through 

the writing process of prewriting (planning), writing, 

revising, and editing. 

 I can use technology to produce a published 

piece of writing, typing a minimum of one page in 

a single sitting. 

 I can recall what I have learned or find new  

information from sources by researching, taking 

notes, and providing a list of sources. 

 

 I can engage in collaborative discussions with 

diverse partners by building on others’ ideas and 

expressing my own ideas clearly. 

 I can paraphrase text that is read aloud or  

information that is presented to me. 

 I can identify reasons or evidence a speaker gives 

to support his/her points.  

 

 I can show that I know how to use words  

correctly when I write and speak. 

 I can capitalize, punctuate, and spell correctly 

when writing by using references when  

needed. 

 I can choose words and phrases to convey ideas 

precisely.  

 I can demonstrate understanding of words by 

relating them to their opposites (antonyms) and to 

words with similar but not identical meanings 

(synonyms). 
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 I can listen to a story and decide which parts 

are the most important to use when I retell the 

story. 

 I can ask and answer questions about an  

unknown word. 

 I can compare and contrast the adventures 

and experiences of characters in different  

       stories. 

 I can pick out the main topic of a text and put 

key details in order. 

 I can understand new words using words I  

already know and the pictures from the text. 

 I can identify the reasons an author gives to 

support points in a text. 

 

 

 I can share my opinion or preference about a 

topic or book by drawing, dictating, and  

writing. 

 I can write to give information or explain using 

drawing, dictating, and/or writing to name and 

give some details about the topic.  

 I can describe a single moment or sequence of 

events by drawing, dictating, and/or writing.  
 I can express my feelings, thoughts, or opinions 

before, during, and after an event occurs by 

drawing, dictating, and/or writing.     

 I can answer a question using past experiences 

or gathered information. 

 

 I can follow agreed-upon rules for discussions 

and continue a conversation through multiple 

exchanges. 

 I can ask and answer questions to ask for help, 

get information, or make sure I understand.                 

 

 I can print many upper and lowercase letters. 

 I can produce and expand complete  

sentences working with classmates or teacher.   
 I can capitalize the first words in a sentence 

and the pronoun ‘I’. 

 I can recognize and name end punctuation. 

 I can write a letter or letters for most consonant 

and short-vowel sounds (phonemes). 

 I can try to spell simple words.  

 I can identify new meanings for words I know 

and use them correctly. 
 I can use common affixes and inflections to 

help me understand an unknown word. 

 I can sort objects into categories and name the 

categories. 

 I can understand common verbs and  

adjectives by using their opposites (antonyms). 

 I can act out different shades of meaning for 

verbs (e.g. walk, march, strut, prance). 
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Kindergarten 

 

 I can explain how the key details reflect the central 

message or lesson. 

 I can describe the character, setting, and major 

events of a story using key details.  

 I can tell the difference between books that tell 

stories and books that give information from many 

different types of text. 

 I can compare and contrast the adventures and 

experiences of characters in different stories.  

 I can retell key details of an informational text.  

 I can describe how two individuals, events, ideas, 

or pieces of information in a text are connected.  

 I can ask and answer questions about unknown 

words or phrases.  

 I can use text features to locate specific facts or 

information in a text.  

 I can explain how an author supports his/her points.  

 I can identify similarities and differences between 

two informational texts on the same topic. 

 

 I can compose an opinion piece that includes an 

introduction, body, and conclusion.  

 I can compose an informative or explanatory 

piece that includes an introduction, body, and 

closing.  

 I can compose a narrative piece, real or imagined, 

with sequenced events and temporal words to 

show event order. 

 

 I can build on others’ talk in conversation by  

responding to the comments of others through 

multiple exchanges. 

 I can ask and answer questions about what  

someone says to get information or make sure I 

understand.   

 

 I can print all upper and lowercase letters. 

 I can produce and expand complete declarative 

interrogative, imperative, and exclamatory  

sentences in response to prompts.  

 I can capitalize dates and names of people.  

 I can use end punctuation for sentences.  

 I can use commas in dates and to separate words 

in a series.  

 I can attempt to spell words I have not been 

taught using what I already know.  

 I can use common affixes as a clue to the meaning 

of a word.  

 I can use common base words (e.g. look) and their 

forms with affixes (e.g. looks, looked, looking).  

 I can sort words into categories and name the 

categories by what they represent.  

 I can define words by category and by one or 

more key attributes (e.g. duck is a bird that swims). 

 I can define, choose, or act out different shades of 

meaning for verbs that are different in manner  

(e.g. look, peek, glare, growl) and adjectives differ-

ent in intensity (e.g. large, huge, gigantic).  
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 I can determine how a story, fable, and/or folktale 

helps teach a lesson, moral, or central message.  

 I can identify the problem and solution in a story, 

noting where they happen in the story.  

 I can describe how the beginning introduces a story 

and the ending concludes the action. 

 I can acknowledge points of view by speaking in 

different voices for each character when reading 

aloud.  

 I can explain how two or more versions of the same 

story are similar and different.  

 I can describe how a series of historical events,  

scientific ideas/concepts, or steps in a technical 

process are connected.  

 I can use different word attack skills to explain the 

meaning of words or phrases (e.g. antonyms,  

prefixes, bases, synonyms).  

 I can explain why the author would include certain 

information in the text to support his/her points. 

 I can compare and contrast how two informational 

texts on the same topic present the most important 

points. 

 

 I can write an opinion piece that includes an  

introduction, reasons with supporting details, and a 

conclusion. 

 I can compose an informative/explanatory piece 

about an single topic with an introduction, facts, 

definitions, and a conclusion. 

 I can write a narrative that includes details,  

transitions from one event to another, and provides 

a sense of closure.  

 I can publish results of a shared research project in  

a written product. 

 

 I can participate in collaborative discussions with 

diverse partners in small and large groups. 

 I can ask and answer questions about what  

someone says in order to understand or get more 

information.  

 I can tell a story or recount an experience with  

appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, 

speaking clearly to be understood.   

 

 I can produce, expand, or rearrange simple and 

compound sentences.   

 I can capitalize holidays and names of products or 

locations.  

 I can use commas in letter greetings and closings.  

 I can use an apostrophe to form contractions and 

common possessives. 

 I can attempt to spell words I have not been taught, 

using a dictionary to check and correct as needed.  

 I can determine the meaning of a new word when  

I add a prefix I know to a word I know (e.g. happy/

unhappy).  

 I can identify real life connections between words 

and their uses (e.g. describe foods that are spicy or 

juicy).   

 I can distinguish between shades of meaning 

among closely related verbs (e.g., toss, throw, hurl) 

and closely related adjectives (e.g. thin slender, 

skinny).  

Second Grade 
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